Acomb Community Café report to Annual Parish Meeting: 10 May 2023

The café was set up by Acomb WI in response to a need identified in the Acomb Community Led Plan. It has proved very successful so since September 2022 it has had its own constitution and now has a separate bank account.
It is still run by the WI, but we will be holding an AGM in September this year at which we hope other members of the community will come forward to serve on the committee and help run the monthly café.
The café regularly raises approximately £300 – 500 each month. The committee have agreed that the proceeds after expenses are distributed as follows:
4 cafes per year - local charities such as Little Oaks Nursery, Tynedale Hospice, food bank, charities for the homeless etc. We also we hold fundraisers for major international/ national disasters such as the Ukraine appeal.
4 cafes per year – fundraising for WI
4 cafes per year – to cover café running costs and to support local groups that provide services/ activities for the village e.g., craft and craic. Money is also raised to support the village hall improvements.
The café has been awarded a grant from Karbon Homes too enable us to provide:
· a weekly lunch for seniors, or anyone who would benefit, after the craft and craic session on Fridays. 
· Support to families during school holidays. During the Easter holidays we served 11 hot meals and distributed 40 bags of provisions. 
We plan to make available bags of provisions every Friday during the summer holidays.
The community café, in association with the WI, helped to organise the Platinum Jubilee family fun day in July 2022 that collected £467.06 for the village hall.
We also provided refreshments at the recent Coronation party.
